Mr Cathcart showed an adaptation" to the silver catheter used for retention from prostatic enlargement. It consisted in a little round head large enough to fill up the eye of the catheter, and attached to the end of the wire stilette. This prevented any blood from entering the instrument while it was traversing the urethra. It also had the advantage that the urine did not begin to flow till the wire was completely withdrawn, giving time for the adjustment of the vessel which was intended to receive it.
